102                        SHORT STORIES
attending to their duties. The husband of the
visitor of the previous evening had come to the
mutt and they had prepared to start.
When the ascetic was ready to receive them,
the young woman approached him with her
husband. They both prostrated to him and the
woman said: " When I was helpless and distressed
you took care of me and guarded my honour."
The ascetic said: " My mother, God looked
after both you and me."
After a moment's interval he added: "I
came into your room in the night and saw you
peacefully asleep."
The young woman said: " I do not know
how, sir; it must have been because I was
feeling thoroughly safe under your care; I slept
immediately I went to bed, and woke up only in
the morning. I am not aware of your having come
into my room. When I woke up I found the door
unbolted and thought perhaps I had not bolted it
in the night."
" No, mother. You had bolted it. I pushed
it open."
The ascetic asked the husband and wife to
stay for breakfast and they agreed. They were
present when he worshipped the deity at the